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ALL RESEARCH INVOLVES A LEVEL OF RISK.  

The purpose of completing this Risk Assessment and management plan is to raise your awareness on the types of risks that might be involved in your research.  At the point of submitting your research proposal for Ethics clearance, you should be able to identify the risks you think will be pertinent to your research and provide a way to manage and mitigate these risks.  This 3-part form must be completed to comply with the Faculty’s requirements.

Part 1. RISK SUMMARY

To identify and manage the types of risks associated with your research, please complete this Risk Assessment form.  At the point of submitting your research proposal, you should outline the risks you think will be pertinent to your research.  This must be completed to comply with the Faculty’s requirements.

Place a tick (√ ) where these potential hazards exist AND add some others that relate to your specific research:
	Physical:
	
	Chemical:
	
	Biological:
	
	Mechanical/Ergonomic:
	
	Psycho-social:
	

	Noise
	
	Liquids
	
	Human Blood & saliva
	
	Posture
	
	Worry
	

	Vibration
	
	Dusts
	
	Insects
	
	Movement
	
	Work pressure
	

	UV
	
	Fumes
	
	Mites
	
	Repetitive actions
	
	Monotony
	

	X ray
	
	Fibres
	
	Moulds
	
	Illumination & visibility
	
	Unsocial hours
	

	Laser
	
	Mists
	
	Yeasts
	
	
	
	Shift work
	

	Heat & cold
	
	Vapours
	
	Fungi
	
	
	
	
	

	Electricity
	
	Gases
	
	Bacteria
	
	
	
	
	

	Extremes of pressure
	
	Compressed gases
	
	Viruses
	
	
	
	
	

	Heavy weights
	
	
	
	Animals:
	
	
	
	
	

	Sharps
	
	
	
	   Rats
	
	
	
	
	

	Physical activity/exertion
	
	
	
	   Mice

   Rabbits
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	   Sheep brain
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	   Pig heart
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	   Toads
	
	
	
	
	


Place a tick (√ ) where these potential hazards exist AND add some others that relate to your specific research: Major Equipment:

	Autoclave
	
	Fume hood
	
	Vacuum
	
	Compressed air
	
	Trolleys/mechanical aids
	

	Major  Sports Equipment
	
	Other..
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Place a tick (√ ) where these potential hazards exist AND add some others that relate to your specific research: Minor Equipment:

	Bunsen burner
	
	Water bath
	
	Microscope
	
	Other…
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Place a tick (√ ) where these potential hazards exist AND add some others that relate to your specific research: Materials:

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Place a tick (√ ) where these potential hazards exist AND add some others that relate to your specific research: Waste Generated by:

	Biological
	
	Chemical
	
	Carcinogenic
	
	Radioactive
	
	Sharps
	

	Gloves
	
	Plastic apron
	
	Other…
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Place a tick (√ ) where these potential hazards exist AND add some others that relate to your specific research: Waste disposed of by:

	General waste
	
	Autoclaving
	
	Freezing
	
	Medical waste bin
	
	Incineration
	

	Disinfection
	
	Flushing sink
	
	Fume hood & water
	
	Sharps bin
	
	Glass bin
	


Part 2. RISK IDENTIFICATION AND MANAGEMENT PLAN

Outline any hazards that you believe will pose a medium to extreme risk to yourself/staff/students/others and what you will do to mitigate these risks.  Make sure each risk identified has a corresponding management plan.  Discuss in consultation with your Supervisor and use the guidance notes on how to write a Risk Assessment.  
	Identification
· State hazard/activity 
	Assessment
· What are the risks? What are the consequences? Why is this risky?  
	Level of Risk

Medium, High or Extreme?
	Management Plan                                         

· Actions taken to avoid or reduce risk

· Actions to handle an event if occurred

	1. Technical Preparation:

	
	
	

	2. Laboratory Set Up:

	
	
	

	3. Laboratory Session:

	
	
	

	4. Laboratory Take Down:

	
	
	

	5. Medical conditions


	
	
	

	6. Other


	
	
	


EMERGENCY IDENTIFICATION AND MANAGEMENT PLAN

Place a tick (√ ) where you have been informed on:
	First Aid Facilities
	
	CPR method
	
	Safety Signs
	
	MSDS
	
	Fire Extinguisher locations
	

	Evacuation procedures
	
	Spill kit location
	
	Australian Standards
	
	Personal Protective Equipment
	
	
	

	Emergency phone numbers for ECU
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Part 3: DECLARATION
Student Declaration

I have considered all the risks associated with my proposed research.  I have identified the medium to extreme risks and considered the likelihood and the consequence of an event occurring.  As a result, I have detailed how I can reduce the likelihood of an event occurring and how I will respond should an unfortunate event occur.

I have discussed these with my Supervisor.

Signed: _____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Supervisor Declaration

I have worked with this student to ensure they are aware of all the risks associated with their proposed research.  I have also discussed ways in which they can manage and mitigate the risks.

I am satisfied that the above management plan addresses the risks of undertaking this student’s proposed research and I am clear on how they will manage and respond to an unfortunate event occurring.

Signed: _____________________________________ Date: ___________________

Special Notes: 
____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
